
his father who found it 
abandoned in a mu-
seum’s attic that he 
worked for. Hugo and 
his father both tried for 
many days to fix the... 

See Hugo, Page 2  

My Thanksgiving breaks have 
a very normal routine: Go to 
New York, see family, enjoy 
turkey dinner, and the next day 
we go to the theatre and watch 
a movie. This year, we hap-
pened to watch the movie 
Hugo. The whole theme of the 
movie seemed quite interest-
ing, but then again commer-
cials tend to do that. From a 
stand-point of actually watching 
the full movie, I can say many 
good, as well as bad, things 
about it. For example, the main 
character’s expression was 
simply amazing throughout the 
movie. They picked a wonder-
ful actor, Asa Butterfield, to 

play the character, Hugo 
Cabret. He was really 
able to show great ex-
pressions and did a won-
derful job with the difficult 
lines and role he was 
given at such a young 
age.  
   The movie’s original 
commercials were a bit 
deceiving, making it seem 
as though the main plot in 
the movie was all about a 
little tin robot called an 
“Automaton”. While 
watching the movie, you 
slowly learn about the 
character Hugo having 
received the robot from 
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Where Did All the Deer Go?  By: John Gorton 
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Editors: Anna Brown & Brian Greenfield 

 
This year’s hunting season has not been as good as some years in the past, in this valley 

any way, but in other parts of Vermont it is at its best. I think the coyotes and the hard winters 
have done a number on the deer population. This year is the worst year I have ever seen or 
heard of in my community. I know of only five people who have shot deer. The one good thing, 
however, is that two of them were 9 pointers, one was an 8 pointer, one was a 6, and one was a 
5, so all of them were fairly good sized and they ranged from 150 – 214 pounds. I think the spike 
horn rule is a good thing because it makes people look more carefully at a deer before they 
shoot. For a buck to be legal it has to have the 2 main beams, or antlers, and one of the main 
beams has to have one point on it that is over an inch long.                      



robot, though missing the 
key feature of a heart-
shaped key. 
   The story later explains 
that Hugo’s dad died from a 
fire at the museum and Hugo 
is suddenly directed to the 
guardianship of his alcoholic 
uncle who happens to work 
as a clock-winder in the main 
train station in Paris, France. 
Hugo spends most of his 
time within the walls of the 
train station, winding the 
clocks and dodging the cap-
ture from the guards who 
take wandering kids to or-

phanages. Hugo, des-
perately trying to fix his 
robot, steals pieces of 
tinker-toys from a toy 
shop within the train sta-
tion. When the toy shop 
owner finally catches 
Hugo, it sets into play 
an interesting conflict 
with the rest of the 
movie. From there on 
out, it plays as a desper-
ate struggle to find out 
who the toy shop owner 
really is and how the 
robot is connected to 
the man. 
   In my opinion, I was 

disappointed to see that 
the main plot was some-
thing completely differ-
ent. It switched mid-way 
through the movie from 
fixing the robot to finding 
out who the toy shop 
owner is. Luckily, the 
movie was able to make 
up for this with how well it 
managed to bridge the 
two conflicts with one 
another. It’s not the talk 
of the town, but it’s cer-
tainly a movie I think that 
would be lovely to see 
with friends or family.  
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Jus’ Bead It   By: Shania Jacques 
This year I am in Big Picture 
and that allows me to explore 
my interests. So I’ve decided 
to take on jewelry making. I 
love to make beaded earrings, 
bracelets, necklaces, and 
rings. I also like to make 
bracelets and hair extensions 
out of embroidery thread. I’m 
starting a small business and 
I’m going to sell my creations. 
I’ve named my business “Jus’ 
Bead It”. On Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, I am going to the Han-
cock Town Hall to sell my jew-
elry at their Christmas Bizarre. 
For this I’ve made 166 pairs of 
earrings, 56 bracelets, and a 
few necklaces, rings, and key 
chains. I have made earrings 

with hooks, posts, and clip-
on hooks. I’ve used different 
kinds of beads but I prefer 
glass beads. I have about 
nine bead cases filled with all 
kinds of beads. My prices 
range between $3.00 and 
$10.00.  
 

On Friday, December 2nd, I 
went over to Mrs. Braun’s 
class and made some jew-
elry with them. I worked with 
a few little girls and they 
made earrings and bracelets 
for their moms as gifts. It was 
very fun and I’m hoping that I 
can do it again soon.  
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Dear Brian: 
I don’t know how to make a snowflake out of paper. It’s so embarrassing. Can you explain how to 
make one? – Confused at Christmas Time 
 
Dear Confused: 
I recently learned how to make a paper snowflake with six points. I would love to share this with 
you during the cherished holiday season. Happy Snowflaking! 
 
Instructions  
1. Start with a piece of paper. It does not have to be white or your basic 8x11 sheet either; once 
you know the process you can use any kind of paper you want. 
2. Take a corner of the paper and fold it over so that touches the other edge. Make sure the cor-
ner where the crease is, is symmetrical as possible. 
3. The portion of paper at the top-the excess-is removed leaving a large right triangle of paper. 
You can use your scissors or simply fold and tear along the line. 
4. Take the large triangle and fold in half down the center. 
5. Your paper should look like a smaller right triangle now. 
Take the outside edges and fold them over each other so that all edges are aligned. Instead of 
looking like a right triangle your paper should look like an isosceles triangle. This is what your  
paper should look like once you've finished step 6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Cut the excess paper off the top. At this point you can cut your design into the paper to create 
your snowflake. 
8.   Be careful opening your snowflakes, especially if you have an intricate design, as they will be 
delicate. You can even be resourceful and re-use old office papers or even newsprint in order to 
create your snowflakes! 
 
Source: http://www.cutoutandkeep.net/projects/6_point_snowflake 

Dear Brian 



My name is Savannah 
Shepard and I’m really 
passionate about photog-
raphy. The reason I love 
taking pictures so much is 
because my sister, 
Miranda, inspired me to 
take photos because she 
is always taking really 
cool pictures that I was 
really jealous of and I 

wanted to take my 
own. We started tak-
ing pictures together 
which I enjoyed be-
cause it was a thing 
that we both liked to 
do and we could do  
it together. I’m plan-
ning on making a 
website for my pho-
tography but for now 

I use FaceBook and 
DeviantArt to show 
people my photogra-
phy That is why I 
take pictures and 
like photography. 

 

(See Photos, Page 9) 

 

Savvy’s Snapshots  By: Savannah Shepard 

Senior Project Update  
By: Kaitlyn Veilleux 

Rhianna Graham-Frock-  Photog-
raphy 
Jordan Hubbard - Playing English 
Accordion 
Cassidy Johnson - weaving a blan-
ket 
Anna Labejsza - Polish cooking 
Danielle Mishkit - Dance 
Jakup Needham - RTCC 
Malikai Smith - Building Batting 
Cage and Bat  
Kaitlyn Veilleux - Replanting Roch-
ester 
Fred Waite III –RTCC 
Jonathan Wardwell - Rebuilding 
Dugouts 

 

 

 

 

Senior project has been going fairly 
well. There are lots of interesting pro-
jects this year. There are seventeen 
kids graduating this year. There are 
four that are at RTCC, two at VAST, 
and two are taking courses independ-
ently online. The thirteen students 
that are on the Rochester campus 
are currently working on their second 
draft of their project.  Senior project 
night will be held in May. The actual 
date will be set soon.  Here are the 
topics for the Senior Projects:                       
 
Mikailah Blair - RTCC                    
Chelsea Boardman - Healthy Eating 
Habits                                              
William Bowen - RTCC                  
Anna Brown - Writing a Children’s 
Book                                         
Mathew Brown - Independent 
courses online                                           
Gavin Curtis - Rebuilding Golf Cart  
Madison Fuller - Special Olympics  
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“There are 
seventeen kids 

graduating this year” 
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Daydream in White  By: Erin Kelly 



 

He Knew When I Was Sleeping  By: Ari Fanelli�
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As all of you have 
probably heard, our 
school’s auditorium 
took a lot of damage 
during Tropical 
Storm Irene. I talked 
to Tim Dunham, 
Rochester School’s 
Maintenance Direc-
tor, about the dam-
age that took place 
and all the repairing 
that is going on to fix 
it. There was 30 
inches of water in it. 
The stage, curtains, 
and nine rows of 
seats were ruined. 
The day after the 
flood a crew of 15 to 
20 people came in 
to help remove the 

stuff that was ruined. 
PuroClean was hired 
to clean the lower half 
of the school. We 
were given prices for 
new curtains, a new 
stage, and new seat-
ing. Mr. Dunham said 
that a man is flying out 
from Tennessee and 
bringing sample seats 
for us to test out. A 
new color scheme 
was picked out for the 
auditorium. The new 
colors are going to be 
plumb, tan, and a dark 
brown. There is going 
to be new carpeting 
down the aisles and 
new tiling in the front. 
They are adding two 

storage rooms in the 
back. The ceiling is 
also being replaced 
because the moisture 
from all of the water 
made the ceiling tiles 
sag and leak asbes-
tos. The ceiling in the 
lighting booth also 
had to be replaced. 
Mr. Dunham said that 
he is expecting all of 
the repairs to be fin-
ished by at least the 
end of February. I 
don’t know about the 
rest of you, but I can’t 
wait to see the fin-
ished project!   

Did Someone Order A New Auditorium? 
By: Shania Jacques 
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“...a man is flying out 
from Tennessee and 

bringing sample 
seats for us to test 

out.”  
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when you wake up in the morn-
ing.” Erin Kelly thought that, “The 
feeling that you get with Christ-
mas” was the best. She loves the 
smells too. “The cookies and the 
tree are great!” she said. Rhianna 
Graham-Frock said it all when she 
told me her favorite part. “The 
thing about Christmas is that it’s 
not just the DAY….it’s the whole 
season. It’s all so amazing.” 

Another favorite of the 
Christmas season seemed to be 
the food here in Rochester. Gene 
Heinrich said he really loved the 
chestnuts and Tim Dunham’s fa-
vorite part was “when everyone 
leaves the house” [then he 
laughs] “Just kidding,” he says. 
“My favorite part used to be pre-
sents when I was a kid, but now 
that I’m old it’s the dinner…”Anna 
Brown likes, “Waking up in the 
morning to hot chocolate and 
opening presents. I like to go to 
my grammas and eat yummy 
food!” Savannah Shepard says, “I 
really like that after we open pre-
sents my family goes to my gram-
mas for lunch and we have ham, 
turkey and lots of other delicious 
Christmassy foods!” Madi Fuller’s 
favorite part is, “Christmas Eve.” 
She goes to her grammas to have 
spaghetti dinner. 

After all of the things that 
people told me they like about 
Christmas, there were still a few 
people who liked different things 
than everyone else. Kaitlyn Veil-
leux’s birthday is four days after 
Christmas so when I asked her 
what her favorite part of the holi-
day was, she said, “MY BIRTH-
DAY!”….which is awesome. Mi-
chael Delisle said his favorite was, 
“All the free stuff.” Harrison Heist 

Sure, everybody knows 
that one person that’s a total 
scrooge, but why would you let 
their attitude change yours? 
Mostly everyone loves Christmas, 
but all of these people also have 
different reasons for their love of 
this holiday. When Rochester 
High School students and staff 
were asked about their favorite 
parts, here’s how they re-
sponded….. 

Lots of people enjoy the 
family time that they get when 
Christmas comes to town. When 
asked about his favorite part, 
Brian Greenfield said, “Sitting in 
our living room with the festive 
lights and our tree….Then sitting 
on the couch and watching a 
Christmas movie with my daugh-
ter and wife.” Jenn Turk’s favorite 
part was also about the family. 
She said, “I like spending time 
with my family and the people that 
I care about.” [She laughs] “I also 
like not being in school.” Jen 
Wagner, whose two older kids 
moved to Massachusetts last 
summer said, she loved “Having 
the whole family together…I can 
at least have the kids come home 
for Christmas.” Ari Fanelli said 
she likes it, “When the family 
comes in. They always fly in a lit-
tle bit early so I get to see them 
longer.” 

Spending time with family 
and friends is a big part of the 
Christmas tradition, and it would 
be a sad year if we didn’t get to 
see the people we love, but that’s 
not all that there is to Christmas. 
Some people just love the sea-
son. Jon Wardwell said his favor-
ite thing about Christmas was, 
“The smell of the Christmas Tree 

said, “I like to wake up late during 
vacation….AND THE GIFTS ON 
CHRISTMAS!!! Oh, and the family 
time I guess is nice, too.”  

My personal favorite part 
of Christmas is the fact that you 
get to be a little kid again. You lay 
in bed for HOURS AND HOURS 
just waiting for it to be tomorrow. 
You think about what you asked 
to get for presents and about how 
the cookies and milk are probably 
stale and warm by the time St. 
Nick gets to eat ‘em. You think 
about the fact that it’s snowing 
outside and wonder how much it’ll 
snow. You wonder if you’re little 
brother is asleep yet. You think 
about waking up tomorrow morn-
ing and how amazing it will be and 
before you know it….it’s 6:30am 
and your brother is jumping on 
your bed screaming “GET UP! 
ALY! GET UP, GET UPPPPP!!! 
SANTA’S BEEN HEREEE!” That’s 
my favorite part of Christmas. 

HAVE AN AMAZING 
HOLIDAY SEASON EVERY-
ONE!!! 

 

Christmas Time For Everyone   By: Aly Needham 



My name is Erin and I’m in the Big 
Picture program at Rochester High 
School. Throughout my time in Big 
Picture I’ve gone to several shadow 
days and have had internships at a 
couple different places. Last year I  
was at the Addison County Humane 
Society, but this year I’m with Cath-
leen Goldman (a.k.a. Pinky). Pinky 
is a business woman, and let me 
tell you she’s good at what she 

does. She’s been teaching me 
all her business techniques 
that involve marketing and 
technology. Learning what she 
does for a living has been very 
interesting. For a project, we 
are creating a line of high-end 
bathroom products (soap, 
shampoo, etc.) to sell. We are 
working with Larry from the 
Vermont Soap Company to 

create our soap. The 
hope is to have the 
products made and to 
sell them soon. I can’t 
wait to get more into 
this project! It’s very ex-
citing work and I hope 
to learn from Pinky for 
as long as possible. 

Pinky Products  By: Erin Kelly 

Deer (Continued from page 1) 
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 What some people don’t understand is that deer season actually starts in early October 
with archery season, (Oct. 6-28 & Dec. 1-6).  During archery season you can take one buck, but 
the spike horn rule also applies. You can also shoot a doe, which is a female deer. Youth season 
follows archery season, (Nov. 3-4).  There is no spike horn rule for youth season. Rifle season 
follows, (Nov. 10-25) when only bucks are hunted and the spike horn rule applies. Finally, there 
is muzzleloader season, (Dec. 1-9) for buck only, where the spike horn rule applies again unless 
you draw a doe tag, in which case you may shoot a doe. In order to draw a doe tag one must en-
ter a lottery. You pay to enter.  

The average height of a deer is 3.5 feet. The weight can be up to 250 pounds. Most white-
tail deer live approximately 2-4 years. The maximum life span in the wild is 20 years, with a ges-
tation period of 200 days. Labor is quick; usually only a few minutes to an hour.  

My question is: Why is the deer population so low? I think there are a lot of coyotes. The 
winters are hard on the deer and poaching, (when people take deer illegally) affects the deer 
population too. Looking at the number of deer killed for the last 8 years, we see that in 2003 
there were 20 deer harvested in Rochester. In 2004 and 2005, 13 were taken each year. The to-
tal jumped back up to 19 in 2006, and in 2007 the total climbed to 33 where it held steady in 
2008 as well. The number dropped again in 2009 to only 25 and dropped further in 2010 to 14 
and in 2011 fell to its lowest point of only 10. 

Were the recent winters tougher than in the past? Last year’s winter was especially rough 
with higher snow totals and it dragged on longer with snow cover staying on the ground until well 
into April. It would be interesting to know how many people were charged with illegally taking 
deer in the last few years also. These things could have an impact on the population totals. 
There are many factors that contribute to the overall health and population of the Vermont deer 
herd.          



Recently I had a shadow 
day at Mountain View 
Center Genesis Health-
care  in Rutland, Ver-
mont. I shadowed 
Brian’s wife, Melissa 
Greenfield. She is the 
Admissions Director at 
Genesis.  When I first 
got there we went to 
morning meeting where 
one person from every 

department comes to-
gether and talks about 
their plan for the day. 
Then we went back into 
her office and she ex-

plained to me what 
she does. Melissa’s 
job is to try and make 
sure that the nursing 
home stays full. She 
gets requests from 
doctors and hospitals 
to have their patients 
come to Mountain 
View and then has to 
sit down with the fam-
ily to see if there in-
surance will cover 
their stay. I also sat in 
on a meeting with a 
social worker and they 
went over every pa-

tient’s progress and 
when they were plan-
ning on leaving, if they 
were there on a tem-
porary stay.  I re-
ceived a tour of the 
nursing home and met 
a lot of people. Due to 
it being the holiday 
season in the after-
noon, I helped set up 
Christmas trees so the 
patients feel like 
they’re at home.  I 
really enjoyed my day 
and I’m hoping to re-
turn. 

agency will start the following 
day. They have planned to start 
the season on Christmas Day 
with five big games. During the 
lockout some players went 
overseas to play basketball. 
Tony Parkers from the San An-
tonio Spurs played in France, 
where he is from. Deron Wil-
liams, who is a free agent, 
played in Turkey. Other coun-
tries that NBA athletes played 
for were China and Spain.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

The NBA lockout is over. Af-
ter 149 days the NBA finally 
ended the lockout on No-
vember 26, 2011. The own-
ers and players agreed to a 
10 year tentative deal that 
includes a 66-game regular 
season for this season. Fifty-
one percent of all the income 
will go to the players, while 
49 percent will go to the own-
ers. Features in this new 
deal are that the Player’s Un-
ion has the option of opting 
out after six years of the col-
lecting bargaining agree-
ment. Training camps will 
start on Friday, December 9th 
and last for 16 days. Free 

Christmas Day Schedule: 
 

12:00pm Boston Celtics at 
New York Knicks 

2:30pm Miami Heat at Dallas 
Mavericks (2011 NBA Fi-
nals Rematch) 

5:00pm Chicago Bulls at Los 
Angeles Lakers 

8:00pm Orlando Magic at 
Oklahoma City Thunder 

10:30pm Los Angeles Clip-
pers at Golden State War-
riors  

Madison Goes to Mountain View �
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NBA Basketball is Back Baby!   By: John Wardwell�
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Madison Fuller, taking care of 
some paperwork in the Admis-
sions Office at Mountain View 
Healthcare in Rutland. 


