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On Monday, March 22nd Vermont author and 

world traveler Jan Reynolds came to Rochester High 

School to speak to all students in grades 3-12. She has 

traveled the world as an Olympic skier, a mountain 

climber, and a photographer. She writes childrenôs books 

about vanishing cultures and sustainable lifestyles. Librar-

ian Jeannette Bair had seen her performance at a confer-

ence, and she was amazed at Ms. Reynoldsô presentation 

and ability to grab the attention of all ages. The faculty 

had talked about inviting an author in to speak to the 

school, and Ms. Bair was inspired by the Winter Olym-

pics to invite Jan Reynolds. 

Reynolds was raised in Middlebury, Vermont. 

Her family owned a dairy farm and she referred to herself 

along with other Vermonters as a ñwoodchuckò. Ms. Rey-

nolds became interested in photography in high school. 

She attended the University of Vermont before transfer-

ring to a school in Norway, mostly for skiing. At age 20, 

Reynolds began her exploration of the world and she set a 

goal to experience the lifestyle of the indigenous people 

on every continent. In order for Jan to afford traveling to 

different countries, she took photographs for flight com-

panies to put in their brochures. Once her books became 

famous and she became more well known, she applied for 

grant money in order to cover her traveling costs. 

Ms. Reynoldsô presentation consisted of a Power-

Point put together of her photographs from around the 

world. She began by talking about Asia and her experi-

ences climbing Mt. Everest and floating over it in a hot 

air balloon. Reynolds focused mostly on the culture of the 

local citizens and their ways of life. She compared a tarp 

over a crevice in the Himalayas to housing in Rochester.   

Jan Reynolds Enlightens Rochester  

Students and Staff 

The ñclaymationô stars of T.J. Purdyôs senior project mu-

sic video for the song ñKeasbey Nightsò by the band 

Streetlight Manifesto. 

 On Wednesday, May 12th Rochester High 

Schoolôs Class of 2010 presented their Senior Projects to 

a panel of evaluators,  and community members. Panel 

members were Greg White, Martha Brown, Kelly Kelly, 

Joanne McDonnell, Nancy Needham, John Allen, Jessica 

Johnson, Diane White, Jean White, Annette West, and 

Martha Slater. Students and project topics: 

Hugh Randallï Glassblowing 

Matt Brownï Furniture Making 

Tyler Schnabelï Project Guitar 

Allyson Paquetteï Extreme Makeover: Living Room 

Edition 

Danielle Novotnyï Creating a Nurturing Environment 

for Children after School 

T.J. Purdyï the Changing Movie Industry 

Dylan Tateï World of Warcraft  

Jackie Potterï Life Through My Lens 

Liam McKinleyï Ski Movie 

Harlan Hopkinsï Recording a CD of Original Songs 

Jace Curtisï Golf Club Making 

Sam Twitchell and Danielle Veilleuxï Scrapbooking 

Collin Bukerï Movie Filming & Editing: ñInfectionò 

Sheena Twitchellï Glassblowing 

Caitlin Cuttingï Nutrition 

Missy Greenslitï Equine Photography 

Crystal Waiteï Respiratory Therapy 

More details to come in the next issue! 

Senior Project Presentations  
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(Continued 

from Page 1) 

   Ms. Rey-

nolds also 

shared with 

the audience 

what she had 

learned about 

the matrilineal 

societies in 

Northern Af-

rica, cultures 

in which female leadership was 

passed down from mother to daugh-

ter, and the men wore veils. She 

compared the men in Africa with 

their camels as similar to the men in 

America with their sports cars, at-

tempting to attract women.   

People in Mongolia, Austra-

lia, and Northern Afghanistan were 

among other cultures also noted dur-

ing the presentation. None of the 

places that Jan visited had any 

sources of electricity or power, and 

no voting or roads. The people were 

very spiritual and down-to-earth. 

They had no trash and were very 

open to Reynolds on her exploration. 

They took her in and provided her 

with food and shelter and involved 

her in their daily activities. 

Jan Reynolds presentation 

was very motivational and brought 

Rochester students  to realize how 

different other cultures really are. ñIt 

seemed like everybody enjoyed it, 

Ms Bair concluded. ñHer determina-

tion and courage along with the mes-

sage of if you want something bad 

enough you will find a way to get it 

was very inspirational.ò Sophomore 

Anna Brown commented ñshe is a 

cool person and I am inspired by her 

to reach my goals and do what I en-

joy as she didò. 

Jan Reynolds 

Shares her World  

Adventures  

By Danielle Novotny 

On March 8th, 2010 Mrs. Severyôs fifth grade class celebrated the con-

clusion of their Asian studies unit with an ñAsian Luncheonò. The students 

teamed up with their parents to make a food dish from the country that they 

studied and brought it in to share with the class on this special day. 

The students each chose a country in Asia to study and produced a 

PowerPoint presenting the information that they gathered. Some of the coun-

tries included Pakistan, India, Turkey, Afghanistan, Israel, Japan, Taiwan, 

China, Thailand, Russia, and Iraq. The studentsô PowerPoints incorporated 

information such as greetings, dating and marriage, location, people, housing, 

gestures, and unique features of the country. One student, Sarah Domas, said 

showing her mom the PowerPoint she made about Russia was her favorite part 

of the Asian Cuisine Luncheon.    

Another student, Michael Crickard, stated that he studied Israel and 

was excited to learn about the Dead Sea and how you can float on top of it be-

cause there is so much salt in the water.  

Fifth grader Rebecca Yon commented that she found it interesting how 

they made ñflat breadò in Pakistan.  

Some of the main dishes that were presented as examples of Asian 

cuisine were sushi, sweet and sour chicken, flat bread, General Tso chicken, 

Teriyaki beef, egg rolls, rice, and tea, along with fortune cookies and dried 

fruit for dessert. Brandi Brown proclaimed that she ñhad sushi for the very first 

time ever, and it was so good!ò  

Teacher Faye Severy said during the luncheon ñone of the things I love 

about these culmination activities is that children try new foods they have 

never had before and they are usually very open to new things.ò Her statement 

was confirmed by the student responses that she received. ñI loved the food 

and being open to different cultures. I also liked eating with chopsticks. I loved 

that parents were allowed to come,ò remarked student Katie Sipe. Grace 

McConnell added ñwhat I enjoyed most about the Asian cuisine was learning 

how to use chopsticks and eating all of the foods that were new to me; like 

sushi.ò                        

Asian Luncheon  

2010 Math Dinner 

Those who exceeded 

the standard in Math 

on the NECAP tests 

were rewarded with a 

Math Scholars Dinner 

held on March 22nd 

at Fire and Ice Res-

taurant in Middle-

bury.  Special thanks to Mr. Pezzulo and Mr. Bretschneider! 
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Where are They Now? 
Joel Flewelling  

By Tanner Pratt 

Joel Flewelling, a 1993 

Rochester High School graduate, has 

built a successful adult life just over 

the mountain from us, balancing in-

teresting work in the great outdoors 

with building a new family. 

As an RHS student, Joel ran 

cross country for Mr. Goupee from 

8th grade until he graduated. He 

made the All-Star team for running 

all four years in High School. Joel 

also played basketball and enjoyed 

hunting and fishing in his free time. 

Recently Joel has been in the 

news as a result of his work with 

bats, and finding information about 

White Nose Syndrome (WNS). 

Rocketimes had a conversation with 

Joel about what heôs been up to, and 

he gave us some good information 

about what heôs been doing since 

graduating  in 1993. 

ñGrowing up in Rochester I 

was exposed to a variety of outdoor 

activities which I developed a pas-

sion for.  Two of those, hunting and 

fishing, guided me to my career after 

a career councilor came to school 

and told us to choose an occupation 

that we love, because you will be 

doing it for a very long time. 

After graduating from Roch-

ester I attended Unity College in 

Maine where I majored in Environ-

mental Science with an emphasis in 

Wildlife Management.  This four 

year degree gave me the education 

needed to get into entry level fisher-

ies and wildlife jobs.  While I was in 

Maine I worked seasonally for the 

Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands as 

a Wildlife Technician.  This summer 

job gave me a variety of experiences 

such as surveying waterfowl and 

migratory song birds, improving 

wildlife habitat, and monitoring loon 

nests and peregrine falcon chicks. 

With five summers working 

in Maine under my belt I decided 

that it was time for something new, 

so I returned to Vermont and began 

my job search.  I lucked out and 

heard about an opening with the Ver-

mont Fish and Wildlife Department 

doing a winter creel survey on Lake 

Champlain.  I jumped at the chance 

and spent the winter talking to ice 

fishermen and recording data about 

their catch.  That survey along with 

other seasonal work kept me busy 

throughout the next couple years.  

Unfortunately that work came to an 

end, and I had to find something 

else.  Once again I was in the right 

place at the right time and got a job 

with a small company in Poultney, 

Vermont that specialized in helping 

non-profit organizations.  I special-

ized in writing grants to fund habitat 

restoration and natural resource edu-

cation projects.  I also got the chance 

to work on a few nature tourism pro-

jects in Pennsylvania, Alabama, and 

Maine, where I evaluated tourism 

possibilities related to wildlife 

watching. 

In 2007 the job that I had 

been waiting for finally opened up 

with the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 

Department, so I sent in my applica-

tion,  along    with   over   100   other  

people.  In the end it came down to 

education, experience and the many 

volunteer activities that got me the 

job.  I am now a Fish and Wildlife 

Specialist working out of the Rut-

land office.  I work for the four bi-

ologists in Rutland, two fisheries 

biologists and two wildlife biolo-

gists.  As a specialist, I am involved 

in just about everything the Depart-

ment does.  For fisheries work I as-

sist in population monitoring using 

electrofishing, trapnetting and sein-

ing gear.  I assist with the sea lam-

prey control program on Lake Cham-

plain. I help with marking and stock-

ing hatchery fish.  I also evaluate the 

potential impacts to fish and aquatic 

habitat of proposed development and 

construction projects. 

On the wildlife side I work 

with deer, moose, bear and turkey at 

biological check stations.  I evaluate 

potential impacts to wildlife and 

their habitats by development 

through the Act 250 and other per-

mitting processes.  I help to manage 

wildlife management areas by main-

taining infrastructure and boundary 

lines as will as improving habitat 

through volunteer or contractual la-

bor. 

One of the biologists I work 

for is Scott Darling.  He leads Ver-

montôs bat project.  Working with 

Scott, I  had to learn all about bats in  

Continued Page 4 
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White River Valley Players 

will be holding their Performing Arts 

Camp at Pierce Hall this year August 

9th  ï 13th. The campôs theme this 

year is ñnewsò. It is a great theme 

providing lots and lots of topics to 

work with, and  everyone who is 

working the camp is very excited. 

The camp always concludes with a 

performance in which the campers 

display their skills. This year the per-

formance will be on Friday the 13th 

at 6pm. 

Kristi Tate will be serving as 

camp director this summer. Linda 

Bennett will be co-director. Susan 

Rule is the music teacher (which in-

cludes singing and instruments). 

Other volunteers include Kari 

Burkhart (props, sets, and costumes); 

Justine (JC) Calnan (drama and in-

struments); and hopefully Doug 

Kingsbury will be co-drama director, 

depending on his final summer 

plans. Dance will also be included, 

but the Players do not have a teacher 

yet. Montana Bowman will be in 

charge of the expected 10 ï12 volun-

teer teen counselors.  

The Players plan to hold 

most of their classes outside on the 

park. They are expecting 40 to 60 

kids and are always hoping for more. 

Pierce Hall will provide the stage 

and a location for music classes. It is 

going to be a great week!

 Anyone with questions or 

seeking more information can con-

tact Susan Rule at 234-5620; Linda 

Bennett at 767-4782; or Kristi Tate 

at 767-9639 

WRVP SUMMER CAMP 

IS BACK  

By Paige Crickard (Continued from Page 3) 

Vermont, from species identification to capture techniques and habitat identifi-

cation.  Working with bats is a challenge because in the summers they only 

come out at night and in the winters they are found underground in caves and 

mines.  I really enjoy doing the winter bat surveys because I get to go into 

places that few people have ever seen.  The Department relies on volunteers 

from the Vermont Cavers Association to lead us into the caves and mines 

throughout the state where the bats spend the winter hibernating.  Some of 

these places can be a real challenge to get into.  There is a cave in Manchester 

that we spent six hours in, mostly on hands and knees to survey the bats.  

Other places, like the mine in New York where most of Vermontôs Indiana 

bats hibernate, are enormous.  We spent over eight hours in there and didnôt 

get to see the whole thing.  Still other caves, like Williams Cave in Southern 

Vermont, have such tight sections, I wasnôt sure if Iôd make it back out. 

The bad thing about working with bats in Vermont is that in the past 

three years we have lost about 90% of Vermontôs bats due to White Nose Syn-

drome (WNS).  WNS was first discovered in southern VT during the winter of 

2008.  It has since spread throughout the state.  WNS is thought to be caused 

by a cold loving fungus that infects the bats as they hibernate.  The bats use up 

their winter fat reserves trying to fight off the fungus and end up dying from 

starvation or exposure when they fly out of the caves mid-winter.  So far there 

is no cure and bats throughout the Eastern U.S. and Canada are being affected.  

Biologists from around the country are currently working to find out more 

about WNS and trying to come up with a cure.  Here in Vermont we conducted 

an experiment to see if healthy bats can get WNS from a site that didnôt have 

sick bats in it this year, but had sick bats last year.  We found that the fungus 

can survive throughout the summer and infect healthy bats when they return in 

the winter.  Next year we are most likely going to try treatment options for in-

fected bats.  WNS is a major ecological concern; we could see the extinction of 

several species if we donôt find a cure soon. 

 To end on a positive note, my wife Gwen and I just had our first baby.  

Brooke Elizabeth was born on April 27th.  I am taking a few weeks off from 

work to enjoy time with family.  After I return to work, I am hoping that a 

flexible schedule allows me plenty of time to teach her about our environment 

and what a special place Vermont is.ò 

Vermont Teen Theater  
By Paige Crickard 

The White River Valley Players have decided to start a theater organi-

zation for the teens of Rochester and of kids in the Valley. It is going to be 

overseen by two members of the WRVP, Kristi Tate and Cyndi Ryan. So far 

the group has had three meetings and has elected their officers.  Marissa Achee 

will serve as president, Alijah Gauphier will be vice president, Zoe Newmarco 

is secretary, and Paige Crickard will handle the treasurer duties. 

 Marissa commented that, ñwe are so excited to get going and do some 

thing for this town.ò She explained to Rocketimes that the group is hoping to 

produce a play after the Harvest Fair this year, and at the moment A Midsum-

mer Nightôs Dream seems to be the most popular choice. Marissa also hoped 

that the group will be holding lots of improv and other acting workshops. 

 If you are interested, please call Kristi Tate at 767-9639 or Cyndi Ryan 

at 287-1900 to learn about the next meeting. 

Joel Flewelling:  From Rochester to the Bat Caves 
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By Lauren Pratt 

 

     Montana Bowman, a junior at Roch-

ester School, has two cars to his name, 

and there is a lot of talk about them. 

However, he is only rarely seen actually 

driving either of them. So, Rocketimes 

thought it would be a good idea to ex-

pose Bowmanôs semi-reclusive buggies 

to the general public. 

     Rocketimes: What cars do you have? 

     Montana: I have a black 1999 Chev-

rolet Malibu which is covered with 

stickers galore. My other car is a 1967 

white Oldsmobile Toronado, which is 

very cool and monstrously loud, I mean 

ridiculously loud. (RT can attest to that!) 

     Rocketimes: Where did you get them? 

     Montana: I got the Toronado from a 

guy in West Rutland, and the Chevy 

from a couple that lives out on Route 73. 

     Rocketimes: Which car do you like 

better? 

     Montana: For practicality, the Chevy, 

but for the cool factor, definitely the 

Oldsmobile. 

     Rocketimes: How much did you pay 

for each, and how much money have 

you put into them? 

     Montana: To start, I paid $ 1,500 for 

the Chevy and a grand for the Oldsmo-

bile. After that, I havenôt put anything 

into the Oldsmobile, but plan to in the 

future. I did have to put an $ 800 trans-

mission into the Chevy, and of course all 

the money I invested in the stickers! 

     Rocketimes: Have you had any major 

problems with your cars yet? 

     Montana: Really just the Malibu 

transmission. It blew when I was going 

through Granville Gulf, and I was stuck 

in second gear, yeah that was fun! 

The Toronado runs and I can drive it, 

but honestly the engine could use a 

healthy rebuilding. 

     Rocketimes: How do they drive? Do 

either of them have any power? 

     Montana: The Malibu is pretty fast 

and has great acceleration, itôs good for 

passing. In prime condition, the Oldsmo-

bile could go like 120 MPH, but obvi-

ously I havenôt done that yet. 

     Rocketimes: Do you have any nick-

names for your cars? 

     Montana: Obviously the Malibu is 

ñthe sticker car.ò I had one at one time 

for the Toronado, but I canôt remember 

it now so it must not have been very 

good. 

     Rocketimes: Do you have plans for 

them aesthetically? 

     Montana: I want 

to get all the rust off 

the Toronado. It also 

has a soft vinyl top 

thatôs falling apart, 

and I kind of want to 

ditch that whole 

thing. Iôm not sure 

how to do that. And, 

for the Malibu, I 

plan on getting even 

more stickers. 

          Rocket imes: 

What about any trips 

in your plans ï cross 

country, maybe? 

     Montana: I defi-

nitely want to tour in 

the Toronado when 

itôs up and ready for 

the road. Someday, 

maybe somedayé 

     R o c k e t i m e s: 

Whatôs special to 

you about your cars? 

     Montana: The Toronado was my first 

car, and personally I think itôs a pretty 

cool first car. So, Iôll probably keep it 

for the rest of my life. I hope to keep the 

Chevy for a long time, too, because itôs a 

total head-turner. I get people at gas sta-

tions that come up to me and ask if Iôm 

sponsored! Once I tell them that Iôm not 

they just kind of stand there and stare at 

the car. 

Rocketimes: So, why donôt we ever see 

you driving your cars? 

     Montana: Well, the Oldsmobile really 

isnôt safe to drive right now, and it isnôt 

inspected. I do drive the Sticker car to 

work, but because I live in town I donôt 

drive it short distances. I hope to take it 

out on the road more this summer. 

Montana Bowman in the óSticker Carô - only the hood and roof arenôt covered. 

Montana shows off the impressive Toronado powerplant. 
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  Top left: Tim Landwehr, Maya Cruikshank, Nick Roy, Jessica Chase, and   

  Kristi Fuller.  Second row: Alyson Needham, Phoebe Parrish, Amber Houle,  

  and Savannah Shepard. Bottom row: Michael Delisle and Kelcee Blair        

The Michael Jackson Dance Tribute 

    This yearôs edition of the Rochester School yearbook is at the Josten print-

ing press in Kansas as the Rocketimes went to press. 

    The yearbook staff completed this yearôs 68-page hardcover book on April 

15. Actually, on  that date the  team finished up  the second half of the  bookð 

RHS Yearbook Coming Soon! 

the first 34 pages, primarily consist-

ing of senior and class pages,  had 

been wrapped up in March. 

    As was the case last year, the cur-

rent program is to get yearbooks in 

the studentsô hands before gradua-

tion. The staff then reconvenes in 

early summer to produce a supple-

ment featuring spring sports, senior 

projects, the prom, and graduation. 

    Yearbooks will go on sale upon 

arrival, the price this year will be 

$35, which includes the supplement. 

    The yearbook staff includes sen-

iors Danielle Novotny, Allyson 

Paquette, TJ Purdy, Harlan Hopkins, 

Jace Curtis, Tyler Schnabel, and 

Jackie Potter; junior Hannah-Mollie 

West; and sophomore Jorah 

McKinley. The 2010 Yearbook features a unique cover, designed by Montana Bowman. 

By Paige Crickard 

Rochester Elementary, Middle, 

and High School musicians teamed 

with Whitcomb students to march 

and perform in The All State Parade 

in Rutland on May 5.  

The parade is held to the kick off 

to the annual All-State Music Festi-

val, which takes place in a different 

town each year. Over 30 bands from 

around Vermont participated in this 

yearôs event. The Rochester and Be-

thel students combined to march as 

the WNWSU Marching Band, co-

directed by Carrie Kohl and Carol 

Cronce. The combined bands plan to 

travel to St. Albans for the 2011 pa-

rade.  

Rochester music teacher Carol 

Cronce commented that ñthe parade 

is a great opportunity for our stu-

dents to play for a large, enthusiastic 

crowd. It was fun for them to be part 

of such a large group.ò 

Junior Anthony Andrews added 

ñit was a different experience for me, 

because Iôve never been in a march-

ing band before.ò 

Rochester Band Takes to 
the Street at All-State  

Parade in Rutland 


