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-Ember Benatti  
 
Half of the Rochester School was damaged in 
Tropical storm Irene on August 28th. School     
supplies were lost and although there was some 
bad damage, most people would say that we were 
very lucky. Tim Dunham tells me that we got 3½ 
feet of water in our auditorium so we need to re-
place all of the seats and build a new stage. We got 
8-9 inches of water in the art, music, and family & 
consumer science rooms, also in the woodshop. 
There was lot of water damage but not very much 
structural damage. The school passed all the 
chemical safety tests within days after the flood. 

Mr. Dunham says that he wished his tractor 
hadn’t been in the school shed. Principal 
Mary Sue Crowley tells me that when she first 
heard that the school had been flooded she was 
stressed out because not only did she have the 
school to worry about, but her house too! Then she 
just thought about how she could figure it out. The 
Vermont commissioner of education first said that 
he would waive the five school days that we lost, 
but later he told Mrs. Crowley that we 
would have to make them up by having 
more half-days than usual.  

 

 

If the students are at school through lunch, it counts as 
one full school day. He told her that if we made up these 
five days he would waive any snow days that we  
accumulated. $200,000 of damage was done to the 
school; flood insurance would pay for all of it except for 
three fourths of the chairs in the auditorium. The White 
River Valley Players are fundraising to replace the rest 
of them. It’s a way of saying thank you for letting them 
share the auditorium with us.  
 
Mrs. Cronce says that when she heard that her 
room was flooded she was worried because she had no 
idea how bad the damage was. She hadn’t seen pictures 
or gone to the school or anything. She said that she was 
very lucky because only the bottom of the stairs got 
flooded. Although there wasn’t much damage to the  
music room, classes have been taking place in the ele-
mentary library and the high school computer lab. 

 Right when I asked Mr. Mitchell about the flood he said 
that it was a sensitive subject. He said that some        
plywood, lumber, and some hand held power tools were 
lost in the flood. He painted the walls with one of his 
classes and he is hoping to be back in the shop by    
Monday the 14th.  “I never thought I would miss the 
shop this much,” said Mr. Mitchell.  

The flood delayed opening school for five days, forced 
teachers to teach classes in rooms that weren’t their 
own, and ruined our auditorium, but we dealt with it 
well as a school and as a community. We hope things 
get back to normal, or better than normal, very soon. 
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By: Hayley Mears (Thank you to Jennifer Burch for notes) 

On November 3, 2011 the 6th Grade and the whole elementary school gathered up in the gym 
to listen to three percussionists playing instruments. The Musicians are members of the VT. Sym-
phony Orchestra and their program is called Percussion Means the World to Us! This trio played 
percussion instruments from countries around the world. They also told the history about percussion 
starting with cave people and the human voice and using sticks, rocks and bones to send messages. 
They took us on a musical trip with instruments that came from Africa, the Middle East, (India and 
China), Latin America including the Caribbean and back to Rochester, VT. One of the musicians, 
his name is Brian Johnson, taught us about high and low pitch and rhythm. Some of the instruments 
we saw and heard were a Chinese gong, cymbals, a booyoo made from a gourd, claves (wood rods) , 
a guiro also made from a gourd, zils, Egyptian tambourines, and a lot more. We also learned that 
material, size and tautness can all change the timbre of the sound and pitch. Brian Johnson was the 
leader and talked the most while the other two acted out what he was saying to make it funny and 
more interesting. From what I could see most of the kids liked the performance; they clapped loudly 
and laughed a lot and really paid attention. Everyone didn’t want it to be over. Brian Johnson played 
a rhythm on the bongos for all of us kids while we walked out. 
I asked some of the 6th graders to see how they liked it. 
HM: Did you like the V.S.O Show? 
KS: I liked it. My favorite part was when he played the bongos. 
HM: What did you think of the show?  
OS: I liked it, but my favorite part was hearing and seeing all the different instruments. 
HM: Nick did you like it? 
ND: No, because I didn’t think they were that good at playing the instruments. It’s not really my 
kind of music. 
Maybe it wasn’t for everybody, but most everyone thought they were great! 

   %�����% ���� �
-Evan Pitsch and Caleb Bump 

One problem middle school kids have is the lunch lines. It’s always 
crowded and there is way too much pushing and shoving, and kids get sent 
to the end of the line and don’t get time to eat. We spoke with the lunch la-
dies and asked them what we could do to fix the lunch line issue. This is 
what they thought of doing. They might put lines of cans and make it like one of those airplane 
security lines. Kristi also thought that a lesson in manners would help, but she admits that it’s 
unlikely that will happen. If the kids go through one day without the pushing and shoving, 
they’ll see that it’s much faster. That’s what we’ve learned from the lunch ladies so far. Note to 
middle school kids, STOP PUSHING AND SHOVING, because if we do then we’ll have more 
time to eat. ������������	�
��
��
������������

In the next issue we will discuss throwing away a lot of food.  
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                            -Brandon Stone 
Hunting season starts for kids under 15 on Youth Weekend.  

The dates of Youth Weekend are November 5th and 6th. On Youth Weekend kids can shoot both 
buck and doe. Youth Hunters have to have an adult with them in case of having to cross an old 
fence or other things that kids will need help with. It’s the law to have an adult with you.                                    
        Hayley Mears plans on getting her first deer. She will use either her .22 Hornet or her .243 rifle 
to shoot it. (Note: She got a spike horn on Saturday, the 5th) 
       Ben Harvey wants to get a good  sized buck or a good  sized  doe. He doesn’t  really care as 
long as he gets to see or shoot at something. He is using a 30-30 rifle.  (Note: he shot at a Buck and 
is sure he hit it and wounded it.  He and two other guys  tracked it for miles, but they did not find it.)                   
     Ben Wardwell plans on getting a deer on Youth weekend. He  will be using a 30-30 rifle. ( Note: 
He saw a deer, but it was too far away to shoot ,so he let it go.)  
   Kids will be talking about what they saw , what got away, and the deer they got during Youth 
Weekend for weeks to come. Congratulations to all the hunters who got deer. Good luck to those 
hunters who haven’t gotten their deer yet. 

         WELSH PROVERB :    

Three things it’s best to avoid: 

A  strange dog, a flood, 

and a man who thinks he is wise.  
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Boys Middle School Basketball 
Kevin Kingsbury 

  The coach of the middle school basketball team is possibly going to be Tim Hunt.      
We aren’t sure, but we will know by our next issue. So far seven kids have signed up for middle 
school basketball, which isn’t a lot, but at least we have subs. The kids that signed up were Sam 
Leno, Michael Crickard, Ben Harvey, Ben Wardwell, Jaro Perera, Nick Doyle, and me, Kevin 
Kingsbury. At the beginning of this year I heard that we would be joining Bethel for Boys Mid-
dle School Basketball because we might not have had enough kids for a team. Apparently that 
has changed, so we will be our own team.  

Personally, basketball is my favorite sport to watch, but not to play, but that’s just me. I 
am glad that we will have our own Rocket team. The schedule isn’t made yet, but we will proba-
bly play the same teams we played for soccer. I hope people will come watch us play.     

 

 Veterans Day is just a day of school or work for most  
people, but it’s one of the most important holidays of the year. 
Veterans Day, formerly Armistice Day, is an annual United 
States holiday honoring military veterans. It is a federal holiday 
on November 11. It coincides with other countries’ holidays like 
Armistice Day or Remembrance Day which are celebrated to 
mark the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that ended 
World War I.  

 Veterans Day honors men and women who have served in 
the United States Armed Services. In 1919 President Woodrow 
Wilson proclaimed Armistice Day to remind Americans of the 
tragedies of war. In 1938 the holiday was made a federal      
holiday. In 1954 Congress changed the holiday’s name to      
Veteran’s day to honor all U.S. veterans.  

 Today on Veterans Day we have parades and ceremonies. 
Veterans Day is important because we need to remember those 
who fought for our country. Right now U.S. soldiers are fighting 
in Afghanistan and other places in the world. We need to        
remember how fortunate we are to be free. It is thanks to the 
veterans who were willing to risk their lives to keep us free or 
help other countries gain their freedom. So this Thanksgiving 
when you’re giving thanks,  don’t forget to thank a vet! 
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Veterans Day 
-Ember Benatti 
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                                                                                                                             -Liana Sterling, Hayley Mears, Taler Hallock 
Did you know that 46 million Americans smoke? More than half of them attempted to 

quit at least once in the last year! We interviewed Mary Ann Schultz, who is a part if the Quin-
town Prevention Partnership (QPP). She gave us information on smoking and ways to quit. 
There is going to be a Great American Smoke Out on Nov. 17, which is held to help people 
make a plan to quit or just do it. This has been going on for about 36 years! For more informa-
tion you could go to www.cancer.org/healthy or call 1.800.227.2345.  This website tells all the 
dangerous things smoking can do to you and others around you, including your pets! Smokers 
can also sign up to get free things to help you quit. They will be sent right to you. 
 Vermont has a law against smoking inside public buildings and public transportation. 
When you stop smoking, the smell still lingers on your clothes, in your car, and also in your 
house. People should be more aware about what they are doing to themselves and everyone 
around them. Studies say that Tobacco is the single largest drug used in the US today. Nicotine 
is also the hardest drug to stop using. Most people who quit smoking will have difficulty 
knowing what to do with their hands because they are used to having something between their 
fingers. On the website it gives you ideas about using silly putty or other things to keep your 
hands busy. Smoking is bad. It not only affects you, it also affects those around you, and pol-
lutes your surroundings. 

 
    Irene 
�����������	
�
�

                Disaster 
               Sadness 
      Life-changing tragedy 
 
                Loss 
               Debris 
          Terrible flooding 
 
                Unity 
               Relief  
        Neighbors in need 
 
      Necessity vs. luxury  
      Coping with Disaster 
             Survival 
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   – Tayler Hallock, Kassie Steyerman 
          
This month’s fashion focus is on boots. 
All year round kids wear all types of boots. I have seen many kinds ever since I started coming 
to this school.  Some kinds of  boots I have seen are, steel-toe boots, knee high boots, calf high 
boots, Uggs, cowboy boots, rain boots in all different color and  patterns, cameo boots, army 
boots , work boots, and other kinds of clodhoppers. Some boots are fashionable. Some boots 
are warm and comfortable. Some boots are colorful and some are just plain ugly, but boots are 
boots. Boots come in different shapes sizes colors and patterns. They come in different kinds 
of material; leather, rubber, wool, plastic, feathers and other materials or other combinations of 
materials.  
               Some middle school kids wear boots and had this to say: 
Brandon Stone says that he has a pair of leather hunting boots that he wears almost every day.  
Ember Benatti says that she has a pair of tan “pleather” cowgirl boots. She wears them about 
three times a week. 
Liana sterling says that she has a pair of short black boots with silver buckles that she wears a 
few times each week. 
Jacob Andrews says he wears his canvas camo work boots every day except for the days that 
he has P.E. 
Kassie Steyerman wears her dark brown “Fuggs” (fake Uggs) pretty much every day; not on 
P.E. days.  
Middle school kids wear boots a lot.  Be in fashion. Show your boots off. 
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                THE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING  
                                    -Liana Sterling 

Do you think that the Pilgrims really celebrated Thanksgiving the way we do now? The answer is no. 
Historians have concluded that Thanksgiving took place between September 21st and November 11th in the 
year of 1621, and not on the fourth Thursday of November. They celebrated with a huge feast, games, contests, 
and thanks to God for survival.  They ate duck, turkey, a porridge made out of corn, something made out of 
pumpkin, venison, fish and lobster, and other food too.  
 The Thanksgiving we celebrate today traces back to 1789 when President George Washington issued a 
general proclamation stating that November 26th was the national day of Thanksgiving. Later in 1863 President 
Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving to be the last Thursday of November. It would be celebrated as, 
“A day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father.” Then in 1939 President Franklin D. Roosevelt set 
it one week earlier to help businesses, and lengthen the shopping time before Christmas. Later, in 1941,  
Congress ruled that Thanksgiving would be the fourth Thursday of November, and would be a legal federal 
holiday. 
 We aren’t the only ones who celebrate Thanksgiving though. Canada, among many other countries, has 
set aside a day of thanks also. Canada and the US are the only countries that use the term “Thanksgiving”.  
Canada celebrates it similarly to how we celebrate it. Their holiday comes from the English captain Martin 
Frobisher who held a ceremony of thanks and praise, for a safe journey from England. Then later on, other  
settlers held ceremonies. The tradition carried on when more immigrants settled. The celebration was origi-
nally held on the last Monday of October, but in 1957 the Canadian government proclaimed that the holiday 
would be celebrated on the second Monday in October. 
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 I myself am really looking forward to Thanksgiving, are you? 

 
 

      Girls’ Middle School Basketball Team! 

-Hayley Mears 
I am writing about the Girls’ Middle School Basketball team.  We heard from some kids that  there were not 
enough players to form a team. The eighth grade girls are going to be on the Junior Varsity team.  So we 
wanted to know if there was going to be a middle school team. I asked Mrs. Crowley a couple of questions. 
Q. Is there going to be a Girls’ Middle School Basket Ball team this year? 
A. Yes, there is going to be a middle school basketball team for girls! 
Q. How is it going to work? 
A. Jen Turk is going to be the coach. Jen said, “Everyone should at least try to play. I guarantee that they will 

have so much fun they will want to keep playing!” 
The people signed up so far are: Hayley Mears, Shelby Andrews, Sarah Chase, Brandi Brown, and Brianna 
Hillier. So, if you want there to be a Middle School Basketball team, you should sign up! 
So now we know that there will be a Girls’ Middle School Basketball team. If you want to play, or even if 
you’re not sure, you should try.  See if you like it because you might have some real skill and you’ll definitely 
have fun. Be a part of our Rocket team! 
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This year the 6th graders are taking a class called Farm- to- School. I talked with Ms. Potter to get a little back-
ground on this new class. 
 This program is to raise awareness of agriculture in Vermont and to educate students about healthy foods 
grown on farms. They are also learning about entrepreneurship in Vermont.                                                        
The 6th graders work on Tuesdays and Thursdays the first half of third period.                                                                                                      
We are growing lettuce in the green house and are growing sprouts for the salad bar at lunch. Also we have 
been making worm farms to help the plants grow. Some students are working on a Farm-to-School news letter. 
I asked students what they thought of the class.                                                                                                   
Kevin: I think it is fun because we get to make worm farms.                                                                                    
Kassie: I like it because we get to plant things for the school                                                                                               
Jaro: I like it because we get to hang out.                                                                                                             
Nick: I like planting vegetables                                                                                                                                   
Hayley:  I think its fun because we get to plant vegetables and make a newsletter for the class. 
The 6th graders also sometimes serve lunch for us as another part of their class. They eat during the elementary 
lunch. 

Above:                 Above right:               
Rochester School’s greenhouse   Jaro Perera harvests greens for the salad bar 
is located on the lawn in front    which is part of the school’s lunch program 
of the elementary building.                             for  kids from preschool through high school.                        

Below:  
Healthy greens are awaiting harvest to be served fresh 
in the daily lunch program for Rochester School kids. 
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Liana Sterling 

  Monday, November, 14th   at an honors assembly held in the gym, students in grades 6-
12 who got honors and high honors were recognized.  Middle School students were:                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Some students were also honored as Student of the 
Quarter in a certain subject. These middle school students got 
Student of the Quarter certificates.  
 Recognition for honors or high honors is about grades.  
If you make high honors it means you got all A’s. If you make 
honors it means all your grades were all B or above. High 
honors is pretty difficult because a low test grade can make a 
difference that keeps you from an A.  Most kids try to make 
honors and hope they make it to high honors.  It is hard to 
never slip up for the whole marking period. 
 Student of the Quarter awards are chosen by teachers.  
They pick a student who has done really well in their class 
that marking period. Sometimes too they recognize students 
for working really hard, or showing big improvement.  Some-
times they recognize kids who show real interest and always 
do the homework. Also teachers appreciate a good attitude! 

Sixth Grade: 
 
Sam Leno High Honors 
 
Jaro Perera High Honors 
 
Olivia Shonio High Honors 
  
Daniel Labejsza       Honors 
  
Hayley Mears          Honors 
 
Kassie Steyerman    Honors 

Seventh Grade: 
 
Tony Burke       High Honors 
 
Chloe Grahm-Frock   High Honors 
 
Brianna Hillier      High Honors 
 
Shelby Andrews    Honors 
 
Alex Munyon     Honors 
 

Eighth Grade: 
 
Michaela Sterling  High Honors 
 
Ember Benatti                Honors 
 
Phoebe Parrish    Honors 
 
Matthew Simpson    Honors 
 
Liana Sterling     Honors 
 

Student of the Quarter 
 

Music:          Sarah Chase (7) 
 
Art:          Matthew Simpson (8) 
  
Physical Education:    
          Hayley Mears (6) 
                     Sarah Chase (7) 
          Tayler Hallock  (8) 
 
English:        Ember Benatti (8) 
 
Social Studies:  
    Chloe Grahm-Frock (7) 
 
Science:         Brianna Hillier (7) 



The Trail 
-Brandon Stone,  Kevin Kingsbury     

The VAST trails are a great place for snowmobiling in Vermont. They go all over      
Vermont and other places too. The VAST organization has to get permission from the land 
owners to make a trail go across their land. The VAST trail system leads past a lot of stores and 
restaurants all over Vermont which is convenient for the riders. It is not fun if the groomer has 
not groomed the trail after a big snow storm. A groomer clears and packs down the deep pow-
dery snow on the trail and makes riding easier and safer for the riders.  There are different 
speed limits for different parts of the trail. Snowmobiling is also good for the tourist industry.  
Lots of people come to ride the trails.  They stay in hotels or inns and they buy food and gas.  
Snowmobiling is good business for Vermont.  Most middle school kids can’t ride on VAST 
trails by themselves.  You have to be thirteen to get a license to drive your own snowmobile on 
the trails, and even then you cannot drive across the road.  You have to be sixteen to do that. 
Younger riders can ride with somebody legally. 

Here’s what a few middle school kids said about riding snowmobiles. 
Haley Mears rides snow machines, but she is too young to get her VAST license. 
Brandon Stone thinks riding on the VAST trail is really fun. He hopes to get his license 

when he turns thirteen. 
Caleb Bump has a snow machine, but he has not ridden it yet because he just got it.  He 

is hoping for snow so he can ride his machine this winter. 
Everybody we talked to is hoping it snows soon.  Most Vermont kids love winter.  Be 

safe and have fun everybody! 
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A few days ago I read a really funny story, I 
think this is how it went: 
A middle aged woman had a heart attack and 
she was rushed to the hospital. 
She had a near death experience and, seeing 
God, she asked him if her time was up. 
God replied, “No, you have 43 years, 8 days, 
and 24 minutes left to live.” 
The woman was so happy  she decided to get a 
face lift, liposuction, a tummy tuck, and her hair 
died red. 
When the hospital let her go she walked out into 
the street and an ambulance hit her and she was 
killed on impact. 
At the gates of  heaven she asked God, “Why 
am I here? I thought you said I had more than 
40 years left to live?” 
God replied,  “Sorry, I didn’t recognize you!”  



Why Hall Passes??? 
-Tayler Hallock 

            
 
      
 
Today, November 8, 2011, there have been hall passes all over the school. Now every teacher has to fill out a 
hall pass for any student who leaves the room. This wouldn’t have happened if people would come to class 
prepared instead of having to leave the room every time they forget something in their locker. Hayley Mears 
and I went around the school and interviewed some kids and teachers. Here are some comments they said: 
Mrs. Stringer said “Most kids do come to class prepared and when they  leave class they come right back. 
Hopefully the offenders will follow the rules now and won’t wander the halls.” 
Kassie S. said, “I don’t like them a lot. They take too long to write and by the time the teachers are done     
writing on it, I want to leave.” 
Shelby said, “I think it’s terrible. It takes up too much time for teachers when they could be doing something 
else.” 
Ms. Cronce said, “I think it’s bad that so many people abuse the rules and don’t come to class prepared.” 
Jacob Andrews said, “The teachers should trust the people that do follow the rules and not trust the people who 
broke the rules. We don’t  all need a pass.” 
Liana Sterling said, “It’s stupid and it’s annoying that a few people would break the rules.”  
Kevin Kingsbury said, “It’s ridiculous that we need a hall pass just to get a drink.” 
Caleb bump said, “It’s dumb and it’s a waste of paper.” 
Kelcee Blair said, “It’s a thumbs down.”  
Mrs.Crowley said that the hall passes are just temporary and that at the end of every day all the teachers will 
give her the hall passes from that day.  Then she will sort them by kids. For example, if someone goes to the 
bathroom and is gone for ten or fifteen minutes he or she was missing too much class. When she has all of the 
evidence she will have the student call their parents come in to talk. Eventually only the kids who wander will 
still have to use the hall passes, and everyone else will not have to use the hall passes.  
When Mrs.Crowley determines which kids are misusing out-of-class time she will let the teacher know that 
those students must use a hall pass to leave the room.  

 

Thanksgiving Survey  
                                              -Kassie Steyerman, Tayer Hallock  

                         Tayler and I went around the school and asked some questions about Thanksgiving. We asked 
what a favorite dish is and do kids stay home or go somewhere for Thanksgiving. Here’s what they said, 
Shelby said,” I go to my family’s house and I like fruit salad.” 
Kelcee said, “I stay at home.” 
Michaela said, “I stay at home and I like stuffing.”  
Matt said,” I go to Connecticut.”  
Jaro said, “I say at home and I like pie.”  
Kevin said, “I stay home and I like turkey.” 
Brandon said, “I stay home and I like cranberry sauce.” 
Profe’ said,” I like stuffing and I go to my family’s house.” 
Ms. Webster said,” I stay home and cook for thirteen people and I like good cooked turkey.” 
Ms. Marrone said,” I stay home and I love mashed potatoes.”    
Thanksgiving is all about giving thanks. Apparently most of us are thankful for good people and good food! 


