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If the students are at school through lunch, inteas
f‘f;:\'\ one full school day. He told her that if we madethgse
7/ five days he would waive any snow days that we
7 \\\ accumulated. $200,000 of damage was done to the
S N school; flood insurance would pay for all of it eypt for

three fourths of the chairs in the auditorium. Tikite

Half of the Rochester School was damaged in (F;fi\t’relgxalllfg:\lﬁger;fasr: fﬁnigirgga ;gf:gfﬂeﬂﬁi
Tropical storm Irene on August 28School ' y ying y

_ share the auditorium with us.
supplies were lost and although there was some
er

bad damage, most people would say that we werg/rs. Cronce says that when she heard that h

very lucky. Tim Dunham tells me that we got 32 ropom was flooded she was worried because she had no
feet of water in our auditorium so we need to re- jdea how bad the damage was. She hadn’t seengsctur
place all of the seats and build a new stage. We gt gone to the school or anything. She said thaweis

8-9 inches of water in the art, music, and family &very lucky because only the bottom of the staifts go
consumer science rooms, also in the woodshop. flooded. Although there wasn’t much damage to the
There was lot of water damage but not very muchmusic room, classes have been taking place inl¢he e

structural damage. The school passed allthe  mentary library and the high school computer lab.
chemical safety tests within days after the flood.
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-Ember Benatti

Right when | asked Mr. Mitchell about the flood $sed
Mr. Dunham says that he wished his tracto that it was a sensitive subject. He said that some
hadn’t been in the school shed. Principa plywood, lumber, and some hand held power toolgwer
Mary Sue Crowley tells me that when she first  |ost in the flood. He painted the walls with onehést
heard that the school had been flooded she was classes and he is hoping to be back in the shop b\a-'}r\\

stressed out because not only did she have the Monday the 1%. “I never thought | would miss thev

oy

school to worry about, but her house too! Then shghop this much,” said Mr. Mitchell.

just thought about how she could figure it out. The _ _
Vermont commissioner of education first said that! he flood delayed opening school for five dayscéar
he would waive the five school days that we lost, teachers to teach classes in rooms that wererrt the

but later he told Mrs. Crowley that we own, and ruined our auditorium, but we dealt with i

would have to make them up by havi % well as a school and as a community. We hope things
more half-days than usual. r(f\\;”\>‘ get back to normal, or better than normal, verynsoo



4 2

SISES
1] (&
IS=) =
SAA
'/ n #$

By: Hayley MeargThank you to Jennifer Burch for notes)

On November 3, 2011 thd'&rade and the whole elementary school gathered thie gym
to listen to three percussionists playing instruteefhe Musicians are members of the VT. Sym-
phony Orchestra and their program is called Peranddeans the World to Us! This trio played
percussion instruments from countries around thedw®hey also told the history about percussion
starting with cave people and the human voice ampusticks, rocks and bones to send messages.
They took us on a musical trip with instrumentd tteme from Africa, the Middle East, (India and
China), Latin America including the Caribbean aadlbto Rochester, VT. One of the musicians,
his name is Brian Johnson, taught us about higHamgitch and rhythm. Some of the instruments
we saw and heard were a Chinese gong, cymbalgmbanade from a gourd, claves (wood rods) ,
a guiro also made from a gourd, zils, Egyptian tamimes, and a lot more. We also learned that
material, size and tautness can all change theeimitthe sound and pitch. Brian Johnson was the
leader and talked the most while the other twodaoté what he was saying to make it funny and
more interesting. From what | could see most ofkids liked the performance; they clapped loudly
and laughed a lot and really paid attention. Eveeydidn’t want it to be over. Brian Johnson played
a rhythm on the bongos for all of us kids while wedked out.
| asked some of thé"graders to see how they liked it.
HM: Did you like the V.S.O Show?
KS: | liked it. My favorite part was when he playée bongos.
HM: What did you think of the show?
OS: | liked it, but my favorite part was hearinglaseeing all the different instruments.
HM: Nick did you like it?
ND: No, because | didn't think they were that gadgblaying the instruments. It's not really my
kind of music.
Maybe it wasn’t for everybody, but most everyonauipht they were great!

% %

-Evan Pitsch and Caleb Bump
One problem middle school kids have is the luncidi It's always

crowded and there is way too much pushing and sgoand kids get se
to the end of the line and don’t get time to eag. $ffoke with the lunch |
dies and asked them what we could do to fix theldme issue. This is
what they thought of doing. They might put linexahs and make it like one of those airplane
security lines. Kristi also thought that a lessomianners would help, but she admits that it's
unlikely that will happen. If the kids go througheoday without the pushing and shoving,
they’ll see that it's much faster. That’s what wetearned from the lunch ladies so far. Note to
middle school kids, STOP PUSHING AND SHOVING, besaif we do then we’ll have more
time to eat.

In the next issue we will discuss throwing awapteoff food.
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wilel .. R Hunting season starts for kids under 15 on Youth Weekend.
The dates of Youth Weekend are November 5th and 6th. On Youth Weekend kids can shoot both
buck and doe. Youth Hunters have to have an adult with them in case of having to cross an old
fence or other things that kids will need help with. It's the law to have an adult with you.

Hayley Mears plans on getting her first deer. She will use either her .22 Hornet or her .243 rifle
to shoot it. (Note: She got a spike horn on Saturday, the 5™)

Ben Harvey wants to get a good sized buck or a good sized doe. He doesn’t really care as
long as he gets to see or shoot at something. He is using a 30-30 rifle. (Note: he shot at a Buck and
is sure he hit it and wounded it. He and two other guys tracked it for miles, but they did not find it.)

Ben Wardwell plans on getting a deer on Youth weekend. He will be using a 30-30 rifle. ( Note:
He saw a deer, but it was too far away to shoot ,so he let it go.)
Kids will be talking about what they saw , what got away, and the deer they got during Youth

Weekend for weeks to come. Congratulations to all the hunters who got deer. Good luck to those
hunters who haven’t gotten their deer yet.

+ 1

WELSH PROVERSB :
Three things it's best to avoid:
A strange dog, a flood,

and a man who thinks he is wise.




)  Boys Middle School Basketball ]
4 Kevin Kingsbury _

The coach of the middle school basketball teapossibly going to be Tim Hunt.
We aren’t sure, but we will know by our next iss8e.far seven kids have signed up for middle
school basketball, which isn’t a lot, but at leasthave subs. The kids that signed up were Sam
Leno, Michael Crickard, Ben Harvey, Ben Wardwedlra)Perera, Nick Doyle, and me, Kevin
Kingsbury. At the beginning of this year | heardttive would be joining Bethel for Boys Mid-
dle School Basketball because we might not haveehadgh kids for a team. Apparently that
has changed, so we will be our own team.

Personally, basketball is my favorite sport to watout not to play, but that'’s just me. |
am glad that we will have our own Rocket team. $tieedule isn't made yet, but we will proba-

bly play the same teams we played for soccer. elpgmple will come watch us play.
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Veterans Day
-Ember Benatti

Veterans Day is just a day of school or work forsimo
people, but it's one of the most important holidaj¢he year.
Veterans Day, formerly Armistice Day, is an annualted
States holiday honoring military veterans. It federal holiday
on November 11. It coincides with other countriedidays like
Armistice Day or Remembrance Day which are celeblré&d
mark the anniversary of the signing of the Armistibat ended
World War 1.

Veterans Day honors men and women who have sérved
the United States Armed Services. In 1919 Presié&adrow
Wilson proclaimed Armistice Day to remind Americarfghe
tragedies of war. In 1938 the holiday was madelartd
holiday. In 1954 Congress changed the holiday’'senaim
Veteran’s day to honor all U.S. veterans.

Today on Veterans Day we have parades and ceremoni
Veterans Day is important because we need to remetnbse
) who fought for our country. Right now U.S. soldiarg fighting
\\.-E‘-. y in Afghanistan and other places in the world. Wedh®
‘\ |\ AN 0)/7 .
NSa 4 remember how fortunate we are to be free. It inkkdo the
T K 2 o . o
.f”"‘ : ‘\\.ﬁ}. veterans who were willing to risk their lives toelpeus free or
j; ;‘ help other countries gain their freedom. So thianksgiving
/& mpr .;;;“% when you'’re giving thanks, don’t forget to thanked!
LI/ , (\{‘: %
)



-Liana; Sterling, Hayley Mears, Taler Hallock
Did you know that 46 million Americans smoke? Mdnran half of them attempted to

quit at least once in the last year! We interviewtaty Ann Schultz, who is a part if the Quin-
town Prevention Partnership (QPP). She gave usmaton on smoking and ways to quit.
There is going to be a Great American Smoke Owti@n 17, which is held to help people
make a plan to quit or just do it. This has beengon for about 36 years! For more informa-
tion you could go to www.cancer.org/healthy or da00.227.2345. This website tells all the
dangerous things smoking can do to you and othietsd you, including your pets! Smokers
can also sign up to get free things to help you diney will be sent right to you.

Vermont has a law against smoking inside publitdings and public transportation.
When you stop smoking, the smell still lingers @auryclothes, in your car, and also in your
house. People should be more aware about whatitieeyoing to themselves and everyone
around them. Studies say that Tobacco is the slagjest drug used in the US today. Nicotine
Is also the hardest drug to stop using. Most pewaple quit smoking will have difficulty
knowing what to do with their hands because theyused to having something between their
fingers. On the website it gives you ideas abourtgusilly putty or other things to keep your
hands busy. Smoking is bad. It not only affects, ybalso affects those around you, and pol-

lutes your surroundings
m——— THE ADVENTLRES OF PENCIL MAN It PART 1 - kassie steyerman
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— Tayler Hallock, Kassie Steyerman

This month’s fashion focus is on boots.
All year round kids wear all types of boots. | haaen many kinds ever since | started coming
to this school. Some kinds of boots | have seensdeel-toe boots, knee high boots, calf high
boots, Uggs, cowboy boots, rain boots in all défércolor and patterns, cameo boots, army
boots , work boots, and other kinds of clodhopp8mne boots are fashionable. Some boots
are warm and comfortable. Some boots are colorfdissome are just plain ugly, but boots are
boots. Boots come in different shapes sizes calodspatterns. They come in different kinds
of material; leather, rubber, wool, plastic, feash@nd other materials or other combinations of
materials.

Some middle school kids wear boots$ lzad this to say:
Brandon Stone says that he has a pair of leath@miguboots that he wears almost every day.
Ember Benatti says that she has a pair of tan tipdeacowgirl boots. She wears them about
three times a week.
Liana sterling says that she has a pair of shadibboots with silver buckles that she wears a
few times each week.
Jacob Andrews says he wears his canvas camo wotk beery day except for the days that
he has P.E.
Kassie Steyerman wears her dark brown “Fuggs” (taggs) pretty much every day; not on
P.E. days.
Middle school kids wear boots a lot. Be in fashiShow your boots off.

Good friends don't
let you do stupid
things . . . alone

gr'.rnrn.
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ﬁj‘? THE HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING ‘<‘=(
’ -Liana Sterling kg

Do you think that the Pilgrims really celebratedaiiksgiving the way we do now? The answer is no.
Historians have concluded that Thanksgiving toalcelbetween Septemberzind November fin the
year of 1621, and not on the fourth Thursday of &voker. They celebrated with a huge feast, gamesgsts,
and thanks to God for survival. They ate duckkeyr a porridge made out of corn, something madebu
pumpkin, venison, fish and lobster, and other ftuoml

The Thanksgiving we celebrate today traces badk & when President George Washington issued a
general proclamation stating that Novembé? @@s the national day of Thanksgiving. Later in 388esident
Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving to be tast [Thursday of November. It would be celebrated as
“A day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficéather.” Then in 1939 President Franklin D. Roe#teset
it one week earlier to help businesses, and lengtine shopping time before Christmas. Later, in1194
Congress ruled that Thanksgiving would be the fotitursday of November, and would be a legal fddera
holiday.

We aren’t the only ones who celebrate Thanksgitogigh. Canada, among many other countries, has
set aside a day of thanks also. Canada and thedX8eaonly countries that use the term “Thankswjti
Canada celebrates it similarly to how we celebitatEheir holiday comes from the English captainrivia
Frobisher who held a ceremony of thanks and préose, safe journey from England. Then later ohgot
settlers held ceremonies. The tradition carriesvban more immigrants settled. The celebration wag-o
nally held on the last Monday of October, but ihZ%he Canadian government proclaimed that thel&ypli
would be celebrated on the second Monday in October
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I myself am really looking forward to Thanksgivireye you?
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Girls’ Middle School Basketball Team! P

-Hayley Mears

| am writing about the Girls’ Middle School Baskallteam. We heard from some kids that there \wete

enough players to form a team. The eighth grads @ie going to be on the Junior Varsity team.w8o

wanted to know if there was going to be a middleost team. | asked Mrs. Crowley a couple of questio

Q. Is there going to be a Girls’ Middle School BeisBall team this year?

A. Yes, there is going to be a middle school basdeteam for girls!

Q. How is it going to work?

A. Jen Turk is going to be the coach. Jen saideffzme should at least try to play. | guaranteéttiey will
have so much fun they will want to keep playing!”

The people signed up so far are: Hayley Mears,byhhdrews, Sarah Chase, Brandi Brown, and Brianna

Hillier. So, if you want there to be a Middle Sch&asketball team, you should sign up!

So now we know that thereill be a Girls’ Middle School Basketball team. If yoant to play, or even if

you’re not sure, you should try. See if you likbecause you might have some real skill and yaifinitely
have fun. Be a part of our Rocket team!
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This year the B graders are taking a class called Farm- to- Schéalked with Ms. Potter to get a little back-
ground on this new class.
This program is to raise awareness of agricultuiermont and to educate students about healtbgsfo
grown on farms. They are also learning about ergregurship in Vermont.
The 6" graders work on Tuesdays and Thursdays the fitsohthird period.
We are growing lettuce in the green house and@aigg sprouts for the salad bar at lunch. Alsochaee
been making worm farms to help the plants grow. &stadents are working on a Farm-to-School neverlet
| asked students what they thought of the class.
Kevin: | think it is fun because we get to make mdarms.
Kassie: | like it because we get to plant thingstifie school
Jaro: | like it because we get to hang out.
Nick: I like planting vegetables
Hayley: | think its fun because we get to plangetables and make a newsletter for the class.
The 6" graders also sometimes serve lunch for us as enpét of their class. They eat during the eleamgnt
lunch.

Above: Above right:

Rochester School’s greenhouse Jaro Perera haigresins for the salad bar

Is located on the lawn in front which is partloé school’s lunch program

of the elementary building. for kids from preschool through high school.
Below:

Healthy greens are awaiting harvest to be senesihfr
in the daily lunch program for Rochester Schookkid
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Liana Sterling

Monday, November, 14 at an honors assembly held in the gym, studerysaides 6-
12 who got honors and high honors were recognididdle School students were:

Sixth Grade: Seventh Grade
Sam Leno High Honors Tony Burke High Honors
Jaro Perera  High Honors Chloe Grahm-Frock High Honors

Olivia Shonio High Honors Brianna Hillier ~ High Honors
Daniel Labejsza Honors Shelby Andrews Honorg
Hayley Mears Honors Alex Munyon Honors
Kassie Steyerman Honors

Eighth Grade:

Michaela Sterling High Honorg

Ember Benatti Honors
Phoebe Parrish Honors
Matthew Simpson Honors
Liana Sterling Honors

Some students were also honored as Student of th
Quarter in a certain subject. These middle schiolests got
Student of the Quarter certificates.

Recognition for honors or high honors is aboutigea
If you make high honors it means you got all Alsydu make
honors it means all your grades were all B or abblgh
honors is pretty difficult because a low test grade make a
difference that keeps you from an A. Most kidstbrynake
honors and hope they make it to high honors. haigl to
never slip up for the whole marking period.

Student of the Quarter awards are chosen by tesach
They pick a student who has done really well inrtblass
that marking period. Sometimes too they recogrizéents
for working really hard, or showing big improvemer8ome-

times they recognize kids who show real interedtaways

Student of the Quarter

Music: Sarah Chase (7)

Art: Matthew Simpson (8
Physical Education:

Hayley Mears (6)

Sarah Chase (7)

Tayler Hallock (8)
English: Ember Benatti (8)
Social Studies:

Chloe Grahm-Frock (7)

Science: Brianna Hillier (7)

do the homework. Also teachers appreciate a gdadds!
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The Trall
-Brandon Stone, Kevin Kingsbury

The VAST trails are a great place for snowmobiimyermont. They go all over
Vermont and other places too. The VAST organizatias to get permission from the land
owners to make a trail go across their land. Th& VAvail system leads past a lot of stores and
restaurants all over Vermont which is convenientlfie riders. It is not fun if the groomer has
not groomed the trail after a big snow storm. Aagner clears and packs down the deep pow-
dery snow on the trail and makes riding easiersaier for the riders. There are different
speed limits for different parts of the trail. Smmowbiling is also good for the tourist industry.
Lots of people come to ride the trails. They stalgotels or inns and they buy food and gas.
Snowmobiling is good business for Vermont. Mostlaie school kids can’t ride on VAST
trails by themselves. You have to be thirteendbaglicense to drive your own snowmobile on
the trails, and even then you cannot drive acfossdad. You have to be sixteen to do that.
Younger riders can ride with somebody legally.

Here’s what a few middle school kids said aboungdnowmobiles.

Haley Mears rides snow machines, but she is toogdo get her VAST license.

Brandon Stone thinks riding on the VAST trail islig fun. He hopes to get his license
when he turns thirteen.

Caleb Bump has a snow machine, but he has notritiglet because he just got it. He
Is hoping for snow so he can ride his machinewhmnser.

Everybody we talked to is hoping it snows soon.sMéermont kids love winter. Be
safe and have fun everybody!

A few days ago | read a really funny story, |

7TKH  P0R[[think this is how it went:

A middle aged woman had a heart attack a

"4 she was rushed to the hospital.
$ She had a near death experience and, seei
God, she asked him if her time was up.
$ God replied, “No, you have 43 years, 8 day
% and 24 minutes left to live.”

The woman was so happy she decided to gt a
face lift, liposuction, a tummy tuck, and her Hair
died red.

When the hospital let her go she walked outjnto
the street and an ambulance hit her and shejwas
killed on impact.

At the gates of heaven she asked God, “W

am | here? | thought you said | had more th

40 years left to live?”

God replied, “Sorry, | didn’t recognize you!”




Why Hall Passes???
-Tayler Hallock

Today, November 8, 2011, there have been hall padkever the school. Now every teacher has kot a
hall pass for any student who leaves the room. Whigldn’t have happened if people would come tgsla
prepared instead of having to leave the room etmery they forget something in their locker. HayMgars
and | went around the school and interviewed soit® &d teachers. Here are some comments they said:
Mrs. Stringer said “Most kids do come to class pred and when they leave class they come riglit bac
Hopefully the offenders will follow the rules noméwon’t wander the halls.”

Kassie S. said, “| don't like them a lot. They td&e long to write and by the time the teachersdame
writing on it, | want to leave.”

Shelby said, “I think it's terrible. It takes upatonuch time for teachers when they could be doamyething
else.”

Ms. Cronce said, “I think it's bad that so many plecabuse the rules and don’t come to class prégare
Jacob Andrews said, “The teachers should truspéiople that do follow the rules and not trust teegle who
broke the rules. We don't all need a pass.”

Liana Sterling said, “It's stupid and it's annoyititat a few people would break the rules.”

Kevin Kingsbury said, “It’s ridiculous that we neadall pass just to get a drink.”

Caleb bump said, “It's dumb and it's a waste ofgrdp

Kelcee Blair said, “It's a thumbs down.”

Mrs.Crowley said that the hall passes are just tgary and that at the end of every day all theheecwill
give her the hall passes from that day. Then sheavt them by kids. For example, if someone gtuethe
bathroom and is gone for ten or fifteen minute®hghe was missing too much class. When she hathi
evidence she will have the student call their pigrenme in to talk. Eventually only the kids whonaar will
still have to use the hall passes, and everyomevalsnot have to use the hall passes.

When Mrs.Crowley determines which kids are misusingof-class time she will let the teacher knoatth
those students must use a hall pass to leave dne ro

Thanksgiving Survey
-KmsSteyerman, Tayer Hallock
Tayler and | went arouhd school and asked some questions about Thankggiie asked
what a favorite dish is and do kids stay home os@oewhere for Thanksgiving. Here’s what they said,
Shelby said,” | go to my family’s house and | likait salad.”
Kelcee said, “I stay at home.”
Michaela said, “I stay at home and | like stuffing.
Matt said,” | go to Connecticut.”
Jaro said, “l say at home and I like pie.”
Kevin said, “I stay home and | like turkey.”
Brandon said, “I stay home and | like cranberrycgau
Profe’ said,” | like stuffing and | go to my famig/house.”
Ms. Webster said,” | stay home and cook for thintpeople and I like good cooked turkey.”
Ms. Marrone said,” | stay home and | love mashetdtoes.”
Thanksgiving is all about giving thanks. Apparentigst of us are thankful for good people and gamdi ¥



